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Metering 
    Metering determines how the camera sets exposure. The following options are 

available on most cameras. 

Method Description 

          
 
3D colour matrix 

II 

Recommended in most situations. Camera meters a 
wide area of the frame and sets exposure 
according to distribution of brightness, colour, 
distance and composition for natural results. 

 
 

Center - 
weighted 

Camera meters entire frame but assigns greatest 
weight to area in center of frame. Classic meter for 
Portraits. 

 
 

 
 

Spot 

Camera meters circle 4mm (0.16 in.) in diameter 
(approximately 1.5% of frame). Circle is centered 
on current focus point, making it possible to meter 
off-center  subjects (if non-CPU lens is used of if 
auto-area AF is in effect, camera will meter center 
focus point). Ensures that subject will be correctly 
exposed, even when background is much brighter 
or darker. 



Metering Mode Dial 



Exposure  
       Exposure mode determines how the camera sets shutter speed and aperture 

when adjusting exposure. Four modes are available: programmed auto (P), 
shutter-priority auto (S or T), aperture-priority auto (A), and manual (M). 

Mode Description 

 
P  

Programmed auto 

Camera sets shutter speed and aperture 
for optimal exposure. Recommended 
for snapshots and in other situations in 
which there is little time to adjust 
camera settings. 

S or T 
Shutter- 

priority auto 

User chooses shutter speed; camera 
selects aperture for best results. Use to 
freeze or blur motion 

 
A 

Aperture ς  
priority auto 

User chooses aperture; camera selects 
shutter speed for best results. Use to 
blur background  for portraits or bring 
both foreground and background into 
focus for landscape shots. 

M 
Manual 

User controls both shutter speed and 
ŀǇŜǊǘǳǊŜΦ {Ŝǘ ǎƘǳǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ΨōǳƭōΩ ŦƻǊ ƭƻƴƎ 
time exposures. 



Mode Button 



Exposure Compensation 

ÅExposure compensation is used to alter 
exposure from the value suggested by the 
camera, making pictures brighter or darker. It 
is most effective when used with spot 
metering or centre weighted. 



Exposure Compensation Dial 



No Compensation 



Positive Compensation +0.7 


